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From Pastor . . . . 2020: The Lord Was Good to Us! 

“”The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the 

LORD be praised.” In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with 

wrongdoing..” (Job 1:21b-22) 
 

Are you ready to say goodbye to 2020? Between the pandemic, extra bitter 

politics, and riots, I can’t blame anyone who says, “Good riddance to 2020.” 

 

But was 2020 worse than 2019? It depends on your perspective. There were over 

850 manmade and natural disasters in 2019. Did you know that there were around 

110,000 war deaths in 2019, and over 800,000 since 9/11, and they say that 9 

million people starve to death each year? 2019 saw over 400,000 worldwide reports 

of missing children, and the number didn’t improve for 2020. 

 

The point I guess I am trying to make is every year gives us reasons to say, 

“Good riddance.” Sure, everyone is affected by the pandemic, but this time 

Americans have joined a world that has had to face diseases, starvation and deadly 

outbreaks every year. We hurt, but not like others. 

 

Job experienced it all in a matter of a day: the loss of all he possessed; the 

death of his ten kids; and a wife who gave up and encouraged him to curse God 

and die. But Job didn’t follow her advice. He couldn’t. Instead, he fell to the 

ground in worship, yes worship, and admitted we bring nothing into this world and 

we will take nothing out. He didn’t understand why God let this happen. But one 

thing he did know: God didn’t do anything wrong. Our problems come from a devil 

who hates God so much he wants to attack God by attacking us. And this world is 

broken, cursed by man’s sin. Bad things happen, period. 

 

Job didn’t curse God. In fact, Job admitted God is good. Job viewed all he had and 

lost as blessings he didn’t deserve and yet enjoyed. What promises didn’t God keep 

in 2020? I can’t think of a single one. Even when God allows bad to happen, he 

promises to make good out of it for us. Our problem is we usually don’t look for it. 

 

I don’t want another 2020, but that doesn’t mean that 2021 will be any better. 

All I know is what God tells me. Jesus promises he will never leave me and he is 

coming back to take me home. God promises he will not break bruised reeds. And 

suddenly passages that describe how we must go through much trouble before 

entering heaven and that these troubles are suppose to produce perseverance which 

in turn is to produce greater hope mean something more than before. 

 

So, the Lord gave and he has taken away. May his name be praised. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:Don.koch@stpaularlington.com
mailto:Eric.kaesermann@stpaularlington.com
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Gereja Lutheran Indonesia (GLI) is a sister church of the Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod (WELS). It is also a member of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 

Conference (CELC) – a global fellowship of Christian believers who are united in doctrine and 

practice. Members of Gereja Lutheran have a wonderful evangelical spirit and are sharing the 

Word with various linguistic and ethnic groups spread across the archipelago. GLI is also 

concerned about nurturing its members by helping them to “grow in the grace and knowledge of 

their Lord” and guiding them in sanctified Christian living. Like WELS, GLI has an active 

worker training program which is preparing future ministers and leaders. In addition to 

traditional seminary-style classes, distance learning courses, and seminars are also being used. 

Under God’s grace, GLI’s ministry efforts also include collaborating with WELS 

representatives from the Asia-Pacific Rim Administrative Committee, Multi-Language 

Productions, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, and Kingdom Workers. Learn more about WELS 

mission history in Indonesia. 

 

Mission Updates 
Groundbreaking for a new seminary facility for Gereja Lutheran Indonesia (GLI), 

WELS’ sister church in Indonesia, took place in May 2019. This will replace the current 

seminary, which is on the island of Java. The new location will offer many advantages, 

including a sense of stability and permanence for GLI and space for the students and professors 

to live on campus. Currently students commute back and forth from the dorm to the seminary 

classrooms, and the professors rent places to live. The local community and its government 

officials have approved this new building project, and we pray construction will be completed in 

the next two years. Almost all seminary classes at Sekolah Tinggi Teologi Lutheran (STTL) are 

taught by national pastors, with occasional training visits from members of the Pastoral Studies 

Institute (PSI) and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

faculty. 

 

Fast Facts 
Baptized nationals: 1,240 

National pastors and evangelists: 25 

Seminary students: 10 

Congregations/Preaching Stations: 29 

 

WELS MISSIONS 

In INDONESIA 
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 “Preparing Children Now and For 

Eternity” 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*BASKETBALL SEASON: We are splitting our practice 

sessions this winter and forming two levels for the basketball 

club.  This will keep kids practicing without competing with 

other schools.   These practices are in full swing the first 

week in January.   All tournaments in our conference have 

been canceled by the host sites, including MLC. 

 

*ACCREDITATION PREPARATIONS: Our school’s 

five-year review for accreditation is in January.  A team of 

three educators will be at school reviewing our day-to-day 

operations.  They will grant our school five more years of 

accreditation if all standards are met. 

 

WEBSITE and FACEBOOK: Keep up-to-date with all 

school events and happenings online.    

www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like us on 

our Facebook page www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: (Planned events may change or be 

canceled.)                          

January                              

4  Back to School 

       (BASKETBALL CLUB BEGINS for 3-8th)                  

 8   End of 2nd Qtr                    

15  NO SCHOOL-                                                                  

25  No School            

27-29   Review board from WELSSA visits school 

 

February                                                                                         

10  Midterm 3rd Quarter                   

15  NO SCHOOL                  

17  Silent Basket Auction(TBD)                     

22-25  School Spirit Week(Dress up days)  
  

“For I  know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.”   Jeremiah 29:11 

 

 
 

 

 

January 2021                       
The Lord is the same today and always! What a 

challenging year for our school.  The learning style 

and delivery changed for all of our students and 

faculty.   How blessed to know that our message at St. 

Paul’s will never change.  We can learn over the 

computer, or face-to-face and still tell the little 

children that Jesus was born to save us from our sins.  

We know God has a plan through all of these times.  

This year the children memorized the Christmas 

message from the angels, “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests!”  

This Christmas find rest in our Savior who gives peace 

to our troubled souls.  Have a blessed Christmas from 

the St. Paul’s School family. 

 

SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: This year our participation in 

these programs and proceeds from these items has 

dropped.  Please consider taking the time to scan 

receipts and clip labels for school.  Labels can be 

dropped off at school or use the collection container in 

the back of the church.  Aluminum cans put in a trailer 

in the alley by the school.   Please download the Box 

Top App and scan your receipts for school                                                                                                             

 

SAVE THESE ITEMS:        
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                            

2. Our Family UPC labels              

3. Scan Receipts Box Tops for Education                             

4. Aluminum Cans                       

 5. Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points                    

6. Country Hearth UPCs             

 

CHRISTMAS SONGS: Our PREK-8th grade was 

able to record multiple Christmas songs and 

recitations.  You can see them in our services over the 

holidays but all of them will be available on one video 

coming soon.  The link will be available on our church 

website, Facebook page, and in the bulletin.   
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SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE 

CLASS 
 

PROVERBS 
Sunday morning Bible class will be 

studying the book of Proverbs. Bible 

class has moved UPSTAIRS in church 

itself at 9:00AM on Sunday mornings. 

Join pastor as leads the class on this 

interesting book of the Bible. 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible class meets at 

2:00pm in the church auditorium. In 

January we will begin a new study.  This 

will be the study of Jonah – A Prophet in 

Spite of Himself. Each class is individual so 

you can join at any time. We invite 

everyone to be with us.  During this time we 

social distance and wear masks. The topics 

for January are as follows: 

 

January 6   But What If I Don’t Want To? 

 

January 13 This Is What the Lord Says! 

 

January 20  God’s Message to the People  

                      Through His Prophets 

 

January 27  “Out of the Depths I Cry to  

                       You, O Lord!” 

 

 

 

 
  

MINNESOTA VALLEY LUTHERAN 

HIGH SCHOOL HiLites 

The HiLites from MVL is a publication 

the high school uses to inform people 

about stuff going on in and around the 

school.  This past November issue had an 

article on the Jeff & Sue Pinske family. 

The story was about why they continue to 

support MVL more than a decade after 

their youngest child graduated from there. 

Check for the story on the bulletin board 

in the narthex. It is by the left entrance 

into church. 

 

 
 

 

 

STAY CONNECTED TO JESUS 

 

Services are now Sunday morning at 

10:00am and Saturday evenings at 4:30pm. 

Yes, we need to wear masks, sanitize, and 

social distance, BUT we are able to worship 

our Lord in church. 

There is also Lutheran Chapel Service on 

KNUJ (860 AM) at 7:45am on Sundays.  

Time of Grace is shown on KARE 11 at 

10:30am on Sunday mornings. 

Reading the Bible, Meditations, Portals of 

Prayer, and/or Forward in Christ are all 

good ways to stay connected to Jesus. 

Your offerings are appreciated by giving 

through church envelopes, sent to church, or 

online giving.  
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150th ANNIVERSARY of ST. PAUL’S 
 

A reminder - if any of you have ideas or 

suggestions about what to do or how to celebrate 

this anniversary, we suggest that you talk to someone 

who is on the committee.  They will be more than 

happy to talk to you about them. The committee is 

listed below. 

Members of the committee include: Larry & Carol 

Fisher, Don & Sharri Koch, Dwight & Pat Grabitske, 

Barb Bening, Harris Dose, Kathy Eggersgluess, Eric 

Kaesermann, Daryl Petzel, Darvin & Jenny Scherer, 

and Pastor Rauh. 

 
Did you know? 

…In 1871 Pastor Karl Schulze from St. John’s, 

Arlington Township gathered the Lutherans from the 

immediate vicinity of Arlington into a congregation. 

The first services were held in the West Arlington 

school house.  A log church was built on the West 

end of the village of Arlington. 

…The following March of 1872, St. Paul’s Ev. 

Lutheran Church was formally organized. Pastor 

Schulze served until spring of this year.  Then Pastor 

F.H.Kolbe from Zion’s, Green Isle served until 1875. 

YOUTH GROUP 

The youth will meet on Friday, January 15, 

at 6:30pm for a Movie & Game night.  

Watch the bulletin for any further 

announcements. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 31 

After church – Upstairs 
*Reports 

*Election of Officers 

*Appointments 

*Designate Endowment Earnings 

SOME FITTING NEW YEAR PASSAGES 
 

Isaiah 40:30-31  30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 

and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope 

in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on 

wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 

will walk and not be faint. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 

here! 

 

Psalm 98:1  1 Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has 

done marvelous things; his right hand and his holy arm 

have worked salvation for him. 

 

Romans 8:18  18 I consider that our present sufferings 

are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 

 

Isaiah 43:19 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 
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Our God is…Infinite 
“You are!” 

 

“No, you are!” 

 

“Yeah? Well, you are times a gazillion!” 

 

Katie knew that gazillion was going to be tough to beat, but thinking hard she finally proclaimed: “Oh yeah? 

Well, you are … to infinity!” 

 

His jaw dropped because Joey knew his sister had him beat. How could he compete with infinity? 

 

Simply put, infinity means stretching on and on, without any end. When something is infinite it has no 

boundaries. It is unlimited and immeasurably great. 

 

The Bible helps us understand the concept as it describes God. “‘Who can hide in secret places so that I 

cannot see them?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ declares the LORD” (Jeremiah 23:24). 

 

There is only One who is everywhere, who always has been, who always will be, who had no beginning, and 

who will have no end. That is God. 

 

God wants us to feel good about him being infinite. 

 

As we begin a new year, it can be great to know that God is always with us. Wherever the year takes us, God 

will be there too. 

 

The comfort of God’s unending presence is ours through faith in his Son, Jesus. As the Apostle Paul says: 

“In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12). 

 

God knows everything we think, everything we do, and most importantly, he knows everything we need. In 

fact, God already took care of our greatest need. He sent his infinite Son to be our Savior! Trust him. 

 

Joey and Katie challenged each other with the concept of infinity. Come and visit us to learn more about the 

only one who can truly change your life so you have comfort that will last…to infinity! 


